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ETC Newsletter: Special Edition, Spring 2015

Normally in our newsletters we share information about the progress of ETC's work, and stories about
Nepali people who have changed their lives for the better with the help of ETC and friends like you.

The massive earthquakes of 25 April and 12 May 2015, and their many aftershocks,
have interrupted that progress — but only temporarily.

ETC is determined to do everything we can to support relief and rebuilding efforts in the areas where we
have worked, past and present. The epicenter of the April quake was near Rasuwa and Nuwakot Districts,
where hundreds of lives were lost, and entire villages were reduced to rubble. The epicenter of the May
quake was within a couple of dozen miles of our current project area in Dolakha. As of about 15 hours after
the second quake, we have not yet been able to contact some of our staff members in Dolakha to ascertain
their safety. The April quake destroyed or damaged 90% of homes in Dolakha, and the second quake has
surely wrecked most of what was still standing. Countless schools, health posts, and other important
public facilities have also been badly damaged or destroyed.

What will ETC be doing to help the victims? We had been assessing the situation to make those
decisions when the second quake struck. We know that the need for help will last much longer than the
media attention given to Nepal—months, maybe years. We also know that in order to help the most
people most effectively, we should stick to our strengths, which include our strong network of
relationships with leaders and residents in the affected communities, and our years of experience in
promoting sustainable development in agriculture, women’s income generation, and schools.

We are deeply grateful to the many people who have given to ETC in the days since the quake struck. If you
have not yet made a gift, or if you have made one but are willing to consider making another, please
detach and mail the reply slip below or make a gift online at www.etc-nepal.org/earthquake_relief.php.

On behalf of all of us at ETC, thank you!

Yes! | want to support ETC during these difficult times.

Please direct my gift to (check one):
I Wherever it is most needed

Name: -mail: E
Address:

e 2N

City, State, Postal Code, Country:

‘Amount : I $2,000 I $1,000 I $ 5 0{A75yeaj-oldPglakhg

I Check enclosed OR I Char ge miflageaesidert antl herc a r

Expiration date: Tdigitecode on back: grandchildren, 25 April 2015
Mail to: ETC, P.O. Box 414, Ilthaca, NY044851 (photo by Suresh Kumar

For faster gift processing, go online to makevavgifetiepal.org/earthquake_relief.php Khadka, ETC)




When the earthquake struck, ETC was just finishing up our tenth month of working in the Lapilang,
Lamidanda, and Babare Village Development Committees of Dolakha District in east central Nepal. These
VDCs are home to some 12,000 people who were delighted to have ETC come work in their villages,
having seen how greatly their neighbors to the south had benefited from participating in our programs
starting in 2008. Here are just a few highlights of what had been accomplished up until the quake:

e Thefirst set of women'’s literacy classes was nearly complete. More than 800 women were enrolled,
and they were overwhelmingly eager and diligent students.

e All 973 women’s group members had received seeds and seedlings to start kitchen gardens next to
their homes. These gardens provide important nutrition as well as extra household income.

e ETChad made improvements at ten schools (including building toilets, plastering walls, providing
furniture, etc.) and was working on improvements at nineteen others.

ETC is committed to helping the people of Dolakha recover from this devastating quake and, when
possible, to renew the important work that was already underway. We will send out another special
update in the summer, to let all of our friends know how the relief and rebuilding efforts are progressing.

Below left: a Dolakha family in their temporary home, which is clearly unsuitable to withstand the
monsoon season that begins in June
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